Attorney Docket No. 243148016US 

Amendments to the Claims : 

Following is a complete listing of the claims pending in the application, as 
amended: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fireplace a ss e mb l y unit of the type for use as a free- 
standing unit or installed in a receiving structure , the unit comprising: 
an outer shell; 

a f i r e p l ac e hous i ng a firebox having an interior fire containment area, the firebox 
being integrally contained within the outer shell and having an opening in 
communication with the fire containment area; and 

a cover panel attached to at least one of the outer shell and the fire box, the 
cover panel covering at least a portion of the opening, the cover panel 
being configured to have a first transmittance of light therethrough in a first 
direction and a second transmittance of light therethrough in a second 
direction, wh e r e i n wherein the second transmittance is greater than the 
first transmittance. 

2. (Currently Amended) The a ss e mb l y unit of claim 1 wherein light 
traveling in the first direction travels from an area exterior to the fire containment area 
through the cover panel into the fire containment area and light traveling in the second 
direction travels from the fire containment area through the cover panel into the area 
exterior to the fireplace housing. 

3. (Currently Amended) The ass e mb l y unit in claim 1 wherein the cover 
panel is a one-way mirror. 

4. (Currently Amended) The ass e mb l y unit in claim 1 wherein the cover 
panel includes a reflective coating on one side of the cover panel. 



5. (Currently Amended) The asse 
coating is a half-silvered coating. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The ass e mbly unit in claim 1 wherein the at 
least a portion of the cover panel is comprised of multiple layers. 

7. (Currently Amended) The ass e mb l y unit in claim 6 wherein at least a 
portion of at least one layer of the multiple layers is covered by a coating, and wherein 
the coating is configured to provide the first transmittance and the second 
transmittance. 

8. (Currently Amended) The ass e mb l y unit of claim 1 wherein at least a 
portion of the cover panel includes multiple panel portions covering the opening in the 
firebox f i r o plac e hous i ng . 

9. (Currently Amended) The a ss e mb l y — unit of claim 1, — furth e r 
compr i s i nq: wherein at least one of the outer shell and the firebox 

th o f i r e p l ac e hous i ng having multiple openings in communication with the fire 

containment area; and 
at least one of the multiple openings at lea st part iall y being covered by at least 

one cover panel. 

10. (Currently Amended) The ass e mb l y unit of claim 1 wherein the cover 
panel is moveable relative to the f i r e plac e housing firebox between a first position 
covering at least a portion of the opening and a second position that allows access into 
the fire containment area. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The ass e mb l y unit of claim 1 wherein the cover 
panel includes a moveable door. 

12. (Currently Amended) The ass e mbly unit of claim 1 wherein the cover 
panel has at least one surface that is generally a flat surface. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The a ss e mb l y unit of claim 1 wherein the 
fireplace hous i ng unit is a hous i ng for a direct-vent, gas-burning fireplace ass e mb l y unit ; 
aftd-further comprising: 

a gas burner in the fire containment area. 

14. (Currently Amended) The ass e mb l y unit of claim 1 wherein the 
f i replac e ass e mb l y i nc l udes an e xt e rior hous i ng a nd the cover panel is sealably 
attached to the e xt e r i or hous i ng firebox . 

15. (Currently Amended) The ass e mbly unit of claim 1 wherein the 
fireplace hous i ng unit is a wall-mounted fireplace installation, and further comprising a 
frame surrounding the cover panel. 

16. (Currently Amended) A fireplace ass e mb l y unit , comprising: 
an outer shell: 

a fir o plac e housing a firebox within the outer shell, the firebox having an interior 
fire containment area and an opening in communication with the fire 
containment area; and; 

a cover panel sealably attached to the firebox and covering at least a portion of 
the opening, at least a portion of the cover panel having a first light 
transmittance therethrough in a first direction inwardly from an exterior 
area through the cover panel and into the fire containment area, and the 
cover panel having a second light transmittance therethrough in a second 
direction outwardly from the fire containment area through the cover panel 
to the exterior area, the second light transmittance being greater than the 
first light transmittance. 

17. (Currently Amended) A fireplace ass e mb l y unit , comprising: 
an outer fireplace shell; 

a f i r e p l ac e hous i ng hav i ng an inner shell within the outer fireplace shell, the inner 
shell having an interior fire containment area w i thin th e out e r sh ell and an 
opening in communication with the fire containment area; and 
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a cover panel mounted to at least one of the outer fireplace shell and the inner 
shell, the cover panel covering the opening in the fireplace housing, the 
cover panel includes a one-way mirror configured to have a first light 
transmittance therethrough in a first direction inwardly from an exterior 
area through the one-way mirror and into the fire containment area, and a 
second light transmittance greater than the first light transmittance and in 
a second direction outwardly from the fire containment area through the 
cover panel and to the exterior area. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A fireplace ass e mb l y unit , the unit comprising: 
an outer fireplace shell; 

a f i r e p la c e hous i ng a firebox integrally contained within the outer shell and having 
an interior fire containment area with a nd an opening in communication 
with the fire containment area; and 

a cover panel coupled to the firebox and covering at least a portion of the 
opening and configured with a first visual characteristic that substantially 
blocks visibility into the fire containment area from an area outside of the 
fire containment area when there is not a fire in the fire containment area, 
and the cover panel having a second visual characteristic different from 
the first visual characteristic that makes the at least a portion of the cover 
panel appear substantially transparent when a fire is burning in the fire 
containment area allowing a person to see into the fire containment area. 

19. (Currently Amended) A fireplace ass e mb l y unit of the type for use as a free- 
standing unit or installed in a receiving structure , the unit comprising: 

an outer fireplace shell; 

a f i r e p l ac e hous i ng a firebox within the outer shell and having an interior fire 
containment area and having an opening in communication with the fire 
containment area; and; 

a cover panel coupled to the firebox and covering at least a portion of the 
opening, the cover panel being a one-way mirror with a reflective surface 
oriented to provide a mirrored surface visible from a position exterior of the 
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fire containment area when a fire is not burning in the fire containment 
area and being substantially translucent or transparent from the position 
exterior of the fire containment area when a fire is burning in the fire 
containment area. 

20. (Currently Amended) A fireplace a ss e mb l y unit, comprising: 

a f i replace hous i ng hav i ng an outer shell containing a n integral firebox with an 
opening; 

a burner assembly in the firebox; and 

a cover panel connected to the firebox and covering the opening in the firebox, 
the cover panel being a ono way mirror made of a tempered, high- 
temperature resistant material . 

21. (New) The fireplace unit of claim 1, wherein the fireplace unit is one of a 
free-standing stove, fireplace insert, or fireplace. 

22. (New) The fireplace unit of claim 1 , wherein the cover panel is formed of a 
high-temperature resistant glass. 

23. (New) The fireplace unit of claim 1, wherein the cover panel is mounted 
attached directly to the outer shell. 

24. (New) The fireplace unit of claim 1, wherein the cover panel is mounted 
directly to the firebox. 
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